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Press Release 

September 14, 2008 

Conservatives Ahead by 14 

The latest rolling Canadian Press Harris/Decima survey reveals: 
 

·  Nationally , over the last four days, the Conservatives lead with 40%, followed by the Liberals 

at 26%, 15% for the NDP, 9% for the Green Party, and 8% for the BQ.   

·  In Quebec  the BQ has 34%, the Conservatives 31%, the Liberals 18%, the NDP 9% and the 

Greens with 5%.   

·  In Ontario , the Conservatives (39%) are ahead of the Liberals (33%) followed by the NDP 

15% and the Greens 12%.   

·  In BC, the Conservatives lead with 44%, followed by the NDP 27%, Liberals 19% and the 

Green Party at 10%.   

·  In Atlantic  Canada, Liberals lead with 38%, the Conservatives have 35%, the NDP 20%, 

and the Greens at 5%.  
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Conservative Liberal NDP Bloc Quebecois Green

Quebec Voters

34%

18%

31%

9%

5%

Average Election Tracking sample size  is 307, maxim um 316, minimum 293. 
MOE=+/ 5.5%

Election Results

 
 

The Conservatives had been opening up a wide lead among urban and women voters, in recent 

days this lead has narrowed slightly.  Among women, the Conservatives lead with 37%, followed 

by the Liberals with 29%, the NDP with 16% and the Greens and the BQ both with 8%.  Among 

urban voters, the numbers are virtually identical, the Conservatives lead with 37%, followed by 

the Liberals with 28%, the NDP with 16%, the Greens and the BQ with 9%. 

 

For more information: 
Bruce Anderson 
President, Harris/Decima 
Tel: (613) 230-2200 
banderson@harrisdecima.com 
 
Jeff Walker 
Vice-President, Harris/Decima 
Tel: (613) 230-2200 
jwalker@harrisdecima.com 
 

harrisdecima.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ottawa 
160 Elgin St, Suite 1800 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada, K2P 2P7 
t: (613) 230-2200 

 
Toronto 
2345 Yonge St, Suite 405 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada, M4P 2E5 
t: (416) 962-2013 

 
Montreal 
1080 Beaver Hall Hill, Suite 400 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada, H2Z 1S8 
t: (514) 288-0037 

 
Vancouver 
666 Burrard Street, Suite 500 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
Canada, V6C 3P6 
t: (778) 370-1373 
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Conservative Liberal NDP Bloc Quebecois Green

Women

29%

37%

16%

8%
8%

Average Election Tracking sample size  is 754, maxim um 765, minimum 747.
MOE=+/ 3.5%

All data prior to Sep 8 based 
on 3-week tracking
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Conservative Liberal NDP Bloc Quebecois Green

Urban

28%

37%

16%

9%
9%

Average Election Tracking sample size  is 808, maxim um 820, minimum 785.
MOE=+/- 3.4%

 
 
 
 



 

  

The Green Party, while not seeing its support level rise this week, has accomplished some improvement in its standing.    

One in five voters say they are more inclined to support the Green Party than they were at the start of the election, which 

reveals more momentum than any of the other parties, and an 8 point improvement since the beginning of the campaign.   
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Conservative Liberal NDP Bloc Quebecois Green 

More Inclined To Support A Party

Sep 10-13 (n=1,393)

9%

11%

15%
16%

20%

 
 

When it comes to leadership, four of the five leaders in this race enjoy more positive than negative reputation.  Mr. Layton 

has a net +20 rating (53% positive, 33% negative), followed by Ms. May with a +15 (40% positive, 25% negative), Mr. 

Harper +12 (52% positive, 40% negative), Mr. Duceppe +9 (49%-40%).  Mr. Dion’s reputation is much weaker, at -21, 

based on 34% positive opinions and 55% negative opinions. 
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Stephen Harper Stephane Dion Jack Layton
Gilles Duceppe Elizabeth May

Leadership – Positive Feelings

Sep 10-13 (n=1,393)
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Stephen Harper Stephane Dion Jack Layton
Gilles Duceppe Elizabeth May

Leadership – Negative Feelings

Sep 10-13 (n=1,393)
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According to Harris/Decima President Bruce Anderson, “The strong start enjoyed by the Conservatives has put them in a 

good situation, but other than in Quebec, the pace of their growth may have slowed or stopped, at least for the moment.  In 

Quebec, they appear to be strengthening their position, and are well ahead of the Liberals among self declared federalist 

voters and among the majority who classify themselves neither as federalists nor separatists. The challenge for the Liberals 



 

  

appears to rest squarely on Mr. Dion.  The Liberals must find a way to improve his appeal or make clear that they offer an 

appealing team of capable and experienced people.  But there is no doubt that as of now, Mr. Dion’s image is the single 

biggest obstacle the Liberals face.  The other interesting story developing here is about the Green Party.  The main risk for 

the Green Party coming into this campaign was that the Liberals would try to polarize the election around the choice of 

Conservative or Liberal environmental policy, and Green support would dissipate.  This isn’t happening and Ms. May’s 

personal reputation has also been growing as she has become more visible.” 

 

Harris/Decima interviews roughly 300 Canadians every night, as part of a rolling nationwide survey that will continue 

throughout this election campaign. This sample represents a total of 1,393 interviews, gathered September 10th through 

September 13th 2008.  The poll’s margin of error is 2.6%, 19 times out of 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


